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STAT

Agcalmplicates an Italian Being Held in New York

By JOHN TAGLIABUE
Special to The New York Times

ROME, June 19 — Mehmet Ali Agca
said today that a businessman wanted
for involvement in Italian political and
financial scandals had visited him in
jail and urged him to implicate Bul-
garia in a purported plot to assassinate
Pope John Paul II. o

But Mr. Agca, the Turkish gunman
who shot and wounded the Pope in 1981,
insisted that ‘“‘no one suggested any-
thing to me’’ about Bulgarian involve-
ment. He said it represented his ‘“‘own
personal truth.”

He also said today that at least three
Turkish gunmen were in St. Peter’s
Square the day of the shooting.

Mr. Agca, who appeared tense and
worn after five hours of testimony, said
the businessman, Francisco Pazienza,
who was arrested in New York in
March and is being held pending extra-
dition kearings, promised him ‘“‘free-
dom apd a French passport” in ex-
change for testimony against Bulgaria.

Mr. Agca’s testimony emerged when
the chief judge, Severino Santiapichi,
seeking to calm the tumultuous court,
asked defense lawyers for ‘‘patience.”

At the Italian word for patience, ‘‘pa-
zienza,”” Mr. Agca said, ‘“Yes, Dr.
Francesco Pazienza.”’ R

The judge asked what he meant. *

“I met Francesco Pazienza,”” Mr.
Agca said. ‘“‘He asked me to collabo-
rate. He had contacts with an embassy.
He talked of a personal friendship with
Muammar al-Qaddafi. He promised
me freedom and a French passport. |
Now he is in jail for aggravated fraud,
and the man who promised to free me
cannot get himself out.”’

Judge Santiapichi suspended the
hearing until Thursday, after the court-
room echoed with laughter.
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General Musumeci, wW-
yers, has denied any link to Mr. Agca.
Mr. Agca said today that he met Mr.
Pazienza in the Ascoli Piceno jail in
March or April of 1982. According to
Mr. Pandico, the purported meeting
between General Musumeci and under-
world leaders to discuss enlisting Mr.
Agca’s aid occurred March 1, 1982.
Italian courts charge Mr. Pazienza
with fleeing Italy, with the aid of Gen-
eral Musumeci, in June, 1982.
Earlier in the day, in erratic testimo-
ny, Mr. Agca said a third gunman,
whom he identified as Sedat Sirri

Kadem, had been in St. Peter’s Square.

The judge had been quoting from
testimony given to investigators in 1984
by Yalcin Ozbey, a Turk now jailed in
Bochum, West Germany, for using
false identity papers. Mr. Ozbey had
given evidence about Mr. Agca and
mutual acquaintances, including Mr.

‘Kadem, who Mr. Ozbey said was

known by his nickname Akif.

Mr. Agca said he had met a man
known as Akif, together with Oral
Celik, about three days before the
shooting, and pointed him out on a
photo taken by a tourist in St. Peter’s
Square.

Judge Hario Martella, the Italian in-
vestigating magistrate, is said to have
considered Mr. Ozbey’s testimony
largely unreliable. .

But Mr. Kadem was one of three
Turks whom Mr. Agca identitied in a
memorandum he wrote about his past
activities several days after he was
seized after shooting the Pope.
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